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C_E  I R I 0 G R U R_A  L _D_I_SJT  RTI_C_T__  _C  0 U_N__C_I _L. 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1962. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  31st. Dec ember, 1962. 

The  Ceiriog  District  is  a large  one  covering  63.269  acres  but  having  a small 
population  of  just  over  7000  people.  Within  the  area  are  two  lovely  valleys 
of  the  Tanat  and  Ceiriog  Rivers  where  the  Welsh  language  is  predominant. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Chirk  with  over  half  the  population  is  mairly  / English  speaking. 

If  the  Boundary  Commission  proposals  come  into  force  the  District  will  be  split 
in  two  and  may  be  in  grave  danger  of  losing  its  Identity  which  could  have  very 
serious  and  most  undesirable  consequences. 

During  1962  the  result  of  the  Census  held  in  April  1961  became  known  and  showed 

that  during  the  10  years  since  1931  Census  the  population  was  down  by  nearly  300  persons 

Infectious  diseases  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence  for  there  were  no  epidemics 
during  the  year. 

The  controversial  question  of  Fluoridation  of  the  water  supplies  was  thoroughly 
debated  as  a result  of  the  Minister  of  Health  giving  his  sanction  to  the  proposal  bu/t 
leaving  the  onus  on  each  Local  Authority  to  decide  for  themselves.  The  result  has 
been  a Councillors  dilemma  which  has  not  yet  been  resolved. 

POPULATION  - The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  was  7.270  as  compared 
to  7.300  in  1961.  The  census  for  1961  gave  the  population  as  7.352,  taking  the 
census  figure  as  the  accurate  count  for  1961  we  find  that  the  estimate  of  1962  shews 
a loss  of  82,  even  though  there  were  more  births  than  deaths.  The  Census  has  also 
given  valuable  information  regarding  the  population  of  each  Parish  for  we  lack 
accurate  information  on  this  subject  in  the  intervening  10  years  between  each  census. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  figure  of  population  in  both  1951  and  1961s- 

X _____ 

1951. 1961. Males . Females. 


Chirk, 

3,351 

3,652 

1792 

1860 

Grlyn  Traian 

856 

740 

350 

390 

Llanarmon  Syffryn  Ceiriog. 

184 

166 

78 

88 

Llanarmon  Mynydd  Mawr 

68 

52 

30 

22 

Llangadwaladr 

133 

112 

57 

55 

Llangedwyn 

156 

155 

79 

75 

Llanrhaeadr  Y.M. 

958 

804 

403 

401 

Llansantffraid  Glyn ceiriog. 

961 

881 

438 

443 

Llansilin 

965 

791 

396 

395 

The  Parish  of  Chirk  alone  has  an  increase  in  population 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28836777 


BIRTHS  - There  was  a total  of  137  live  births  during  1962  as  compared  to  100 
live  births  in  1961.  This  shows  a large  increase  of  37  which  has  made  up  for 
a fall  of  30  in  the  births  which  we  suffered  in  1961. 

The  births  included  63  boys  and  74  girls  so  that  the  girls  had  a majority  of  11 
over  the  boys  • Of  the  total  births  131  were  legitimate  while  6 were  illegitimate , 
they  included  3 boys  and  3 girls.  Regarding  the  place  of  birth  it  is  apparent 
that  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  confinements  took  place  in  the  local  hospital 
which  include  Chirk  and  Oswestry  Cottage  Hospitals.  The  remairder  were  confined  in 
their  own  homes  under  the  care  of  their  local  doctors  and  midwives. 


Birth  Rate . - The  crude  birth  rate  was  18.84  but  when  corrected  came  to  20.53* 

This  compares  with  14*93  in  1961  and  shows  a vast  Improvement.  The  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  18.00  so  that  our  District  had  a higher  birth  rate  than 
England  and  Wales  this  yean. 


STILL  BIRTHS, 
in  1961,,  ":h 


There  were  3 still  births  registered  this  year  whereas  none  occurred 
The  still  birth  ratev  was  21.9* 


DEATHS  -There  was  a total  of  95  deaths  registered  during  1962  as  compared  to  100 
in  1961  showing  a reduction  of  5*  The  deaths  included  51  men  and  44  women. 

The  main  causes  of  death  ere  given  in  the  table  below,  this  shows  that  45  deaths  were 
due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation.  Of  these  coronary  thrombosis  caused 
18  deaths  equally  divided  between  the  sexes,  as  there  were  9 men  and  9 women. 

Cancer  caused  19  deaths  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  lung  cancer  although  this 
disease  is  Said  to  be  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds  throughout  the  country  and 
is  associated  with  excessive  smoking  of  cigarettes. 


CAUSES  OF  JpEATHS  • Males  Females . Total 


Syphelitic  Disease 
Cancer  of  Stomach  2 

Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  uterus 
C^her  cencers  5 

Leukaemia  2 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system . 9 

Coronary  and  Angina  9 

Heart  Disease  2 

Other  heart  disease  6 

Circulatory  disease  1 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  3 

Gastritis  enteritis  1 

Nephritis  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

Congenital  Malformation  1 

Other  diseases  1 

Other  accidents  2 

Suicide  1 


1 

2 

4 

2 

4 


1 

4 

4 

2 

9 

2 


$ 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 


3 

4 

1 


15 

18 

3 

8 

1 

3 

3 
5 
1 
2 
1 

4 

5 
3 
1 


51 


44  95 


2 
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7-EATII  RATE  - The  death  rate  was  13.06  and  when  corrected  was  13.45,  this 
compares  with  a corrected  death  rate  of  14»93  in  1961.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11.9. 

IMF AWT  DEATHS  - There  was  a total  of  4 infant  deaths  during  1962  as  compared 
to  3 during  1961.  These  included  1 boy  and  4 girls. 

The  3 girls  died  under  the  age  of  4 weeks* 

INFANT  MCRTALITY  RATE  - The  infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1962  was  29.00  as 
compared  to  30  in  1961  and  38.45  in  I960,  thus  there  has  been  a continued  improve- 
ment over  the  past  three  years.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4  which  was 
the  lowest  ever. 

PREVENTION  and  CONTROL  over  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  should  be  notified  to  the  District 
M.O.E.  as  soon  as  diagnosed  or  suspected.  This  is  very  important  in  cases  of 
food  poisoning  and  dysentry  so  that  the  source  of  the  infection  can  be  traced. 

Very  few  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  1962,  the  total  being  7 cases. 

Che  was  a case  of  poliomyelitis  in  an  old  man  who  died  in  hospital. 

The  remainder  were  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  were  treated  by  the  chest  physician. 

To  prevent  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis  it  is  important  that  the  sources  of  infection 
should  be  found.  In  order  to  do  this  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visits  our  District 
periodically  to  X Ray  the  general  population.  This  year  the  unit  cacfcgin  May  and 
visited  Chirk,  Glynceiriog,  Llangedwyn,  Llansilin  and  Llanrhaeadr.  I felt  that 
there  was  very  little  co-opeiation  between  the  service  and  our  Health  Department. 
The  result  was  that  the  attendances  were  very  poor  and  were  not  worth  the  time  and 
trouble  spent  on  them.  No  definite  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  discovered  by  this 
visit  but  one  wonders  how  many  cases  might  nave  been  found  among  those  who  did  not 
attend  for  X-Ray. 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  shown  below 


Chirk 

1 ouau  Huuenoance. 

203 

mares . 

97 

i1  _GmaJ,6S  • . 

106 

CTynceiriog 

121 

68 

53 

Llansilin 

47 

20 

27 

Llanrhaeadr 

116 

55 

61 

Llangedwyn 

61 

37 

24 

548 

277 

271 

IMMUNISATION  and  VACCINATION . 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  these  services  and  the  work 
is  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  by  the  general  practioners. 


VACCINATION  against  SMALL  PCX 

There  was  a great  increase  in  the  demand  for  vaccination  owing  to  the  serious 
epidemic  that  occurred  in  South  Wales.  This  caused  a number  of  deaths  which 
produced  considerable  alarm  amongst  the  population.  Consequently  the  rush  for 
vaccination  was  so  great  that  vaccine  became  in  short  supply. 
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It  was  also  made  compulsory  for  persons  going  abroad  on  holiday  or  business  to 
Tee  vaccinated.  The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  outbreak  of  small  pox  is  that 
it  is  better  to  be  prepared  for  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  advance  than  to  wait 
until  it  occurs. 

All  infants  should  be  vaccinated  in  their  second  year,  older  persons  should  be 
re-vaccinated  at  regular  intervals. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  number  vaccinated:  - 


. Age , . 

Primary  Vaccination, 

Re -vaccination. 

0-1 

67 

- 

1-2 

10 

- 

2-7 

52 

2 

5 - 14 

72 

43 

15  * 

76 

101 

277 

146 

Total  during  1961  only  40  persons  were  vaccinated. 

* 

IMMUNISATION  against  DIPTHERIA  & WHOOPING  GOUGH  etc. 

Immunisation  against  Diptheria  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetunus  is  now  carried  out  at 

A' 

one  operation  which  is  commenced  at  the  age  of  4 months.  A course  of  3 inj^ti-onS-S 
is  given  at  intervals  of  a month.  The  practice  of  immunisation  has  practically 
eliminated  diphtheria  from  our  District  also  cases  of  whooping  cough  are  few  and 
far  less  serious  in  character. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  children  who  were  immunised: - 


Primary  Doses, 

Rooster  Doses 

>.-11-4  5-14 

0-4  5-14  15+ 

64.  18.  — 

33.  4. 

PQLIQ-MXEIATIS  VACCINATION 

c 

The  oral  method  of  giving  polio  vacine  was  commenced  on  April  1st .1963  when  in- 
jections ceased  to  be  given.  The  procedure  is  to  give  babies  3 drops  of  vaccine 
in  syrup  from  a spoon  while  older  children  and  adults  are  given  3 drops  on  ltmp 
sugar*  The  course  includes  3 diises  at  intervals  of  a month  for  persons  between 
the  ages  of  6 months  and  40  years.  The  number  given  treatment  are  shown  in  the 
following  table :- 

Age • 0-1 l_-_4 5_y_14. 15  - 25. 25_g_40 . Total^ 2299 ter _Doses. 

41  47  2 3 29  122.  524. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council  owns  10  small  water  undertakings  of  which  only  Chirk  supplies  more  than 
a thousand  people.  As  the  population  of  Chirk  increases  there  is  a danger  that 
the  present  water  supply  may  become  inadequate*  t Samples  of  the  water  are  taken 
periodically  of  which  33  proved  satisfactory  and  10  unsatisfactory. 
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HOUSING  & SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Under  the  Housing  Rent  & Repairs  Act  1954>  "the  Minister  required  every 
local  authority  to  submit  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  their  areas. 

The  original  survey  was  completed  in  1955  but  the  proposals  could  not  be  carried 
out  as  no  houses  were  being  built  to  rehouse  the  families  who  would  have  been 
displaced.  luring  the  years  since  1955  the  condition  of  the  properties  has 
changed,  some  have  become  worse  and  others  have  been  improved. 

Improvement  Grants  have  been  allowed  by  the  Council  to  bring  many  houses  up 
to  a suitable  standard.  The  Council  itself  has  purchased  old  properties  with  a view 
to  bringing  them  up  to  standard.  An  example  of  this  is  seen  at  Chirk  Green,  where  28 
houses  are  undergoing  improvements  after  purchase  by  the  Council. 

Ill  wfill  selected  properties  this  policy  can  prove  much  more  economical  than 
building  new  Council  Houses. 

HOUSING 

Old  peoples  bungalows  are  proving  very  popular  and  are  most  suitable  for 
persons  living  alone.  They  are  provided  with  all  known  safety  devices  to  prevent 
accidents  from  falls  or  fire . Plans  have  been  approved  for  10  Bungalows  at  Rhosywaun 
6 at-  KLanrhaeadry.  5 Bungalows  and  4 Houses  at  Llansilin,  also  6 Bungalows  at  Llwynmawr. 
This  makes  a total  of  27  new  bungalows  to  be  erected  throughout  the  district. 

Very  few  Council  houses  have  been  built  to  meet  the  needs  of  persons  on  the  housing 
waiting  list  or  to  deal  with  overcrowding  and  slum  clearance.  The  greatest  need  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Chirk  Parish, 

SEWERAGE  & DRAINAGE  SCHEMES . 

The  District  as  a whole  is  well  supplied  with  sewage  and  drainage,  only  a few  areas 
are  still  without.  These  include  Pentrefelin,  Dolywern  and  Llwynmawr.  Work  was 
commenced  on  Sewerage  & Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  at  these  places  this  year. 

When  these  are  completed  there  will  be  no  hamlets  of  over  20  houses  without  a 
sewage  scheme. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE . 

The  County  Council  has  provided  a Chiropody  Service  throughout  the  County  for  the 
benefit  of  Old  People,  The  only  centre  in  the  Ceiriog  District  is  at  Chirk  Clinic. 
This  service  is  a great  boon  to  old  people  who  suffer  badly  with  foot  complaints 
and  can  only  get  relief  by  skilled  treatment.  At  present  only  Chirk  Old  People  are 
benefited  by  this  service  but  it  is  hoped  to  extend  it  to  other  villages  in  due 
course.  There  were  81  persons  on  the  Register  who  made  258  attendances,  45  sessions 
were  held  during  the  year. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  becoming  of  greater 
service  to  old  and  sick  people  each  year.  In  some  instances  old  people  would  have 
to  give  up  their  homes  and  go  an  Institution  but  the  Home  Help  gives  the  necessary 
assistance  to  enable  them  to  stay  in  their  own  homes.  There  are  8 Home  Helps  working 
in  Ceiriog  District,  they  have  assisted  15  aged  and  chronic  sick  persons,  1 maternity 
case,  1 Tuberculosis  case  and  2 other  conditions.  In  the  country  districts  the 
need  is  not  so  great  for  in  these  places  the  neighbours  are  very  willing  to  act 
as  good  Samaritans. 
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I have  received,  the  same  kindness  and  consideration  from  the  Council  throughout 
the  year,  for  which  I am  grateful. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Aubrey  and  his  staff  for  their  work  during  the 
year. 

Finally,  I must  acknowledge  the  help  and  advice  of  Mr.  Butler,  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  and  of  Mr!  R.T .Jones,  the  Chief  Financial  Officer. 


I am, 

Ladies  & Gentlemen, 
lours  obediently, 

T.  Kenrick  Hughes. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOUSING  - CHIRK  BREEN  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME 


Work  commenced  on  the  Improvement  of  28  houses  at  Chirk  Green,  Chirk. 
KHQSYWAUN  No .2  Site. 

Plans  were  approved  for  the  erection  of  10  Bungalows  for  Old  &ge  Pensioners 
and  3 Garages, 

LLANSILIN  HOUSING  SITE  - Plans  were  approved  for  the  erection  of  5 Bungalows 
for  Old  Age  Pensioners,  4 Houses  and  3 Garages. 

LLANRHAEADR  HOUSING  SITE.-  Plans  were  approvod  for  the  erection  of  6 Bungalows 
for  Old  Age  Pensioners. 

LLWYNMAWR  HOUSING  SITE  - Plans  were  approved  for  the  erection  of  6 Bungalows 
for  Old  Age  Pensioners. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  ACCOUNT.  - The  following  Tables  show  the  value  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  1962,  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Council's 
Housing  Estates 

No.  of  Houses.  To  Credit  Repairs  T«  Debit  Repairs  Average  Cost 

Account. Account. per  house. 

1^62.  $57  £LO,335.  2.  4.  £10,257.  1.  6.  £L2.  *.  4. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  - BACTERIOLOGICAL.  ANALYSIS . 

Public  Supplies  - Satisfactory  33 

Unsatisfactory  10 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES  - Six  samples  were  examined,  3 proving  satisfactory  and  3 unsatis~ 

factory. 


The  following  statement  shows  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the 
number  of  population  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains 


Tear.  Mo, 

, of  Houses. 

RLr©c*b  "to  Hqiisb  « 

Standpipe 

1962. 

Mo. 

Percentage, 

No. 

Percentage 

Chirk. 

11BS 

1156 

97.3% 

Giya  Traian 

300 

266 

88,6% 

Glynceiriog 

308 

265 

82.9% 

Llancadwaladr 

43 

32 

74.4% 

Llanarmon  D.C. 

66 

55 

83.3% 

3 

4.5% 

Llansilin. 

306 

237 

77.4% 

11 

4.7% 

Llangedwyn 

56 

54 

96.7% 

Llanarmon  M.M. 

19 

17 

89.4% 

LLanrhaeadr  IJM. 

305 

278 

91.1% 

11 

3.6% 
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SEWAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  -*  Work  commenced  on  sewerage  CE  sewage  disposal 
schemes  at  Pentrefelin  and  Dolywern  & Llwynmawr.  On  completion  of  these 
schemes  all  hamlets  of  over  20  houses  are  provided  with  sewerage  & sewage 
disposal  schemes. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  - It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  formal  proceedings 
under  the  Act  for  any  breach  of  Regulations*  Advice  on  structural  improvements 
was  given  where  necessary. 

REGISTERED  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.,  - There  are  no  registered  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Rural  District. 


FOODSTUFF  CONDEMNED. 

Tinned  Milk 

4 

Tim. 

w Soup 

12 

R 

w Fish 

14 

tt 

**'  Tomatoes 

70 

n 

” Vegetables 

40 

n 

n Fruit 

41 

ti 

n Rice  Pudding. 

6 

r 

n Meat 

941ba*  4 oaa 

One  Whole  Carcase 

of  Beef, 

Bacon 

281bs*  6 ozs 

ICE  CREAM.  - All  Ice  Gream  in  the  district  is  pre-packed  and  manufactured 
by  reputable  firms  outside  the  district. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  - The  following  inspections  have  been  carried  out 


during  the  year:- 


Houses  visited 

1166 

n revisited 

971 

Water  Supplies 

430 

Nuisances 

59 

New  Buildings 

416 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

222 

Various 

604 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 2 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

5 

Non-  Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

r 


-a. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  - Estimated  Population 


7270 


Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

60 

71 

131 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Live  Births  Rate  nor  1000  Population~  Crude  18,84  Corrected  20,53 

TJhole  Country  18,00 

Still  Births  per  1000  Live  and  Still  Dirths  - 21.9 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  - 140 

DEATHS  of  Infants  under  1 yoar  - 3 (Female ) Legitimate , 

1 (Male ) " 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  - 3 (Female ) ’’ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  - 1 (Female)  M 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  - Total  29.00 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  - Legitimate  29.00 

Infant  n B H n u ,r  - Illegitimate  0 

Heo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  - 21.9 
(First  Four  Weeks ) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  & Wales  - 21,4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births  - 4 *3 
Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  - 0 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  & Still  Births  - 0 
Total  Deaths  - Male  51  Female  44  - Total  95 

Total.  Death  Rate  per  1000  Population  - Crude  13,06  Corrected  13 .45 

Whole  Country  11,9. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases  at  1961, 

New  Cases. 

Removed  Cases. 

Cases 

Pulmonary  - Male 

27 

3 

30 

n - Female 

25 

2 

1 

26 

Non-Pulmonary-  Ma3e 

6 

1 

1 

6 

n 11  - Female 

w 

8 

PLANS  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS . 

Alterations  & Conversions  39 

New  Buildings  60 

Approved  85 

Not  approved  14 

Garried  Out  69 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 
PART  1 of  the  Act 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises. 


No  on  Register, 


Number  of  1 • Occupiers 

Inspections.  Written  Notices..  ; Prosecuted. 


(i'i 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(i factories  in  which 

Section  1.2 ,3 .4  6 

are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 


29 


(ii  factories  not  included 
in  (i)in  which  Sec, 7 is 
enforced  by  the  j Local 
Authority. 


(iii) Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises). 


Totdl 


Nil 


Nil 


29 


34 


Nil 


Nil 


34 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


10 


\ 


0 


1 


N 


